A 


L EB I F =: 


FROM THE 


W 5+ © 2 


To a MEMBER of the Meeting of ESTATES of 


SCONLUL ANY 


am 


SIR, 


Ince I cannor be fo ſoon at the Convention, totalk with your, 
therefore I have ſent you may Thoughts, in this line, asto 
what Regards the Government of the Church, which may be 
there, or thereafter bandled. 

The Convention no doubt has great buſineſs before them, but 
that which in all probability will make' n» (mall buzle , is the 
Aﬀair of Religim, It were certainly a thing very much tobe wiſh- 
ed, it that Mecring could fall upon ſuch: Merchods, as might ad- 
juſt Presbytry and Epiſcopacy , wao thele bundred years bygone, have 
been juſtling each Other by Turns. 

You will doubtleſs accord with me, that it had been happy for 
this Kingdom, if the. Refor» ation here had not been big at one 
and the ſame time with theſe Twains, the ſtrife of whoſe primo-. 
genitzre has colt us ſodear z Whence, bpray, all our inteſtine warg, 
Fars Lamy a Do not they all flow from thence? - And who 
ſhall free us of the like Animoſfuies in time coming? If former E- 
piſcopacy get footing, ſhall we nor ſee the-grear inconveniencirs of 
conge Felires, and the looſnefs of the Cler ariſing from thence 2 
And ſhall we aoc be again ſtraitned by eſe Oaths, which were. 
purpoſely fer on.foot to propogat that intereſt 

_ And if presbytry in izs old Extent rule the Roſt, ſhall We not be 
Nitciplined even to cruelty, and whipt with ſcorpions > And then 
mult we not renew the Covenant, and vomir up all Oarhs contrare 
thercunto 2 Thol belicye, _ both Covenant and Teft were ior: 
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med by Chareh Men} to Ruine cach other by Turns, anf1 were 
Tricksof Kirk, and Church > Yer many of bath prriwaſion have 
rakea them h-n:ſtly, and cheic Cyiſciences would fly in their 
Faces it they (ho41l1 anſay chem. W 106 ſhall chen ſecure us, I 
fay, if presbvery ger up, bur We muſt foreſwear the Teſt, which t10 
we rok with fome icruple, as We: ought to doall ſuch Oaths, 
yer, quia jura'um et, an | that we were called thereto by our Em- 
ploy ments , we cannot do it without great Relutancy, I ſhall nor 
word ir otherwitc. 

[ lay yer farther, if presbytrie be planted, we cannot b2 allowed 
tozoyn with that ſwiety.,” excepr we come (up their lenath , and 
perfeftion our ſelves up to the Geaevs form ; And rho they may 
now pretend Maderation, that they may ger their finger in the pre, 
Yer we are not ignorant of their known maxime , Moat a Doof; 
Four by-che Nature of that Government, ye mult take All, or None. 
For presbysry ( asthey fay | being Fure Divi, it is fo in its all and 
everv part, for he is blind&rhat ever (aw much of their Brotherly 
condefcention to ſermpuleies conſciencet'1 And how canir be atherwile, 
{ince it isavoucked. by nadft of therh as a principle, That there owght 
7 ma Leberty of Conſcience ts Diſſenters; V rz,' when themſclves are 
up th ! RI in ; c 

, We can nowhere underſtand the Spirit of Our Scots prevhbyrry, 
ſo well as in; thele printed Adts:of -thefr' General © fſſembly,, and i 
you will be.plealed: to turn them over, 'youwnl find that by 48 
Gen; Aſſemb? Anno 1643: page 5: © It ir Ordizinet; That all Miniters 
& thereafter proceed wito the Cenſnres of the Kirk ag ainft ſuch as [211 re« 
& Fyſe to ſuhſeribe the Covenant. And weare nut to leatn what they 
mean by, theſe Cenfures;; nothing: tefs than & Dreadful ſen- 
tence of Ercommunication; The veieverth ne of Yen;'ov 
to the Meikle Devil. : And/Metaryorpbeſing'them th 
Farrous any Shelly Coats. - And' they miſt be rendered 
poor IDevils-to the boot x/ For irs reſolved '4& Gen: Aſſembly, Anng 
16.43, page, Jo. © That the Executions of the ſentence of Excommunica- 
& tion. againſt; perſons  Excammunicote | after- the ſpace of 40 days paſt, 
A ſhall be preſented to the Lord Theafurrer, or bis Clerk,, who ſhall there. 
** #pox raiſe Letters by Deliver ance of the Lord! of Seſſion , to charge the 
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* perſons excommunicgte to ſatisfie the Kirk,, and to abaniuthenfalves ab- 
* (loed, under the' pain of Rebellion, andyn caſethey paſs 20 1he Hirn, 10 
© aepſe their Efcheats to be taken uw. , and alſo t1.yaife and  carſe Ege* 
< acute Letters of Caption againſt them, and theſe ta becdone- at the Kiggs 
* Majcltics Charge, Item, Act Gen: Aflemb: Anno 4648: page 
* 44. It is O-Aained, That all Young Students take the Coyenantas 
< heir fi-ſt entrie 11 Colledyes, And that hereafter, all perſons whatſy » 
© ever t1ke the Covenant at their firſt receiving of the $acrameur of the 
* LORD) Supper. 

Iam not co Enquire into the Dukes Engagement ( whicht y 
the Undertakers then, was thought both Noble and neccflar | 
But I am ©» tel] you, the Aſſemblies ſer ſe of ir, for they lay, 
AT Gen. Aſſemb: Anno 1948: prge 16: *©* Smppoſe (lay they) the ends 
* of this Engacement to be good (which they are not ) yet the meavs and 
* wayes of proſecution are unlawful , becauſe there is not an equal av-id- 
* ing of Rocks on both hands, but a joyning of Malignants to ſuppreſs 
« Seftaries , a joyning hands with a Black DOcvil, ts beat a Whyte 
* Devii”;, fo far the Canon. It was queſtioned -( and. perhaps 
not impertinently ) by the Commirtte.vþ E'tates at that time ; 
If che presb1t:rians could Demonlirate from the Ward .of GOD, 
Thar the Kirk has intereſt in the Undertakings a1d Engage- 
ments of War 2 It was an{wered, By a Diftinguo , as you will 
find 4& Gen. Aſfemb: Anno 4684. page 28: But 1 appeal. to any 
indiflerent Man whr.ſhall contides the place, if thee be - not a 

oor op:ned (allowing, the practiſe. to be lawtul ),notwichiian:; 
ding.ot the DiſtinRtjo') to.the Succeſlors of that Kirk; to. inter- 
mecddle with che Afairs of Princes ;, in what coacerns: Peace 
and War. . .. 74 
..Perbaps it hagnot been amiſs, that theſe parcels ofthe Atts of: 
thels General Aſſembly bave been drawn forth , tar itis from chat 

JuNain,, we may belt underſtand the Spiric of our Presbyteriz, 

N _ are oe: 

Ard fince thele Presbyterian Divines. who. compoled «loſe Adts , 
did endeavour to foilow.at asgreat ncarnels as they-coul 1 , the: 
Fouliecps of their Predeceffors,) as you-will find, by the-pains 
they take, in the begtaningpt Meir, $;,49-PLoVEcthatthe write. 
ren Regiſters. charthey had fallen .upogewars. Authentick. IF! 

nvt_ likely that che Presbytgrs of our time , it luch ſhall get foor- 
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ing, will chalk out new wayes to themlelyes, there being bur 

few Henderfons, Gilleſpies, Rutherfoords among us. God forbid 

* that [ſhould ANGOTEe9y have great Charicy for the Men, 

and likewiyes Reſpe& for that G»verament as praftiſed in other 

places, but there is this Malbezr that follows # 2 Government 

--with us, that the managers thereot drive too hard , and think 

they cannor build aright, except thev build up3n the Ruines of 
all choſe that ſhall but in the leaſt differ from them. 

Yet ler us ſuppoſe , we ſhall not in thir wiſer times , run the 
reſque of Excommunication for not coming up their length, 
yet except we be purged from all Oaths contrair ro the Covenant, 
wecannot be allowed to be Members of their Society, and where 
chen ſhall we have the benefic of Communidn, Baptiſm, Marriage: 
&c. rh:re being we ſuppofe no other then the Presbvterian Kirk in 
being in Scotland. 

To ſhun then theſe Precipies, were tt not more proper for us 
tocxamine., waerher or not the Plea for Prerbyterian Government 
as we prattiſe it, beall of an Abſolute neceſſity , ſothat we can- 
not win over it? or whether or not, there may be as much ſaid 
for moderat Epiſcopacie ? call it (if you pleaſe ) Superintendencie or 
Prefidency ; I am very unfic to dip in that long debate , there is 
fo much faid for both fides in King Charles the I, His conferrence 
with the Miniſters at Newporr, and with that exa/tnels.that hard- 
ly can any thing be added therero, and it wilt appear thereby to 
any Indifferent man, that there isas much ſaid there C at the 
leaſt ) for Epiſcopacy as Presbyterte, an1' Epifcopa:y has _ the 
Church Hiſtory upon its ſide; and as to the Anthorities adduced 
from Scripture in favours of Presbytery , I appeal to any diſfinte - 
reſſed Man, it they will all of them amount to prove a poſftive 
eſtabliſhment of Presbytery > Bur only that there 'were ſeveral, 
AQts which had reference ro the Church , wherein the Presbyrery* - 
and people ReſpeRive had a hand , but ir muſt ſtill be remem- 
bred that the Apoſtles did at the fame time- Superintend, And 
fince now we'cannot have Apoſtles, it were much to be wiſhd - 
that-wehad Apoſtolick Men, Pious, Grave, and Learned DZ 
vines, gathe redourof both Perſwaſzons ſer oyer the reſt, wherg.; 
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'+ 14+ T (th Pexer which ariſes from theal uſe of Fpiſcopery? 
.* *.<ofuficn that ariſes fre m Pariy, might te ceually 
,.e4 , and that a BrctÞb<11y ccr:delcenfien, may te allowed 
te [ole that have not agreed, ncr carnct agree with the 
reſt * :.1] things, firce we have tut cre Fanb, cne Baptiſm, 
&- ., :d that it fall be alJtcgether put cur of the I'cewer 
oi Ciarch men to inferr Oaths new or ole, or 10 (er. the State 
:: 1b 


I am 


ms. SIR, 
1639, 


Tour Hamble Servant, 


